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UPPER CHUTE
CONSERVATION AREA
DESIGNATION STATEMENT

a

PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT
Planning Policy Guidance Note No. 15, issued by
the Departments of the Environment and of
National Heritage states that the more clearly the
special historic and architectural interest of a
Conservation Area is defined and recorded, the
sounder will be the decisions, policies and
proposals which affect it.
This Designation
Statement aims to provide an assessment of the
character of the Upper Chute Conservation Area,
for use by all those involved in influencing the
management of change in its built and living form.
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sloping

south-facing

hillside,

with

extensive views across Chute Forest towards
Andover, and beyond. The geology of the area is
clay-with-flints overlying Upper Cretaceous chalk.
This downland area forms the eastern extremity of
the Salisbury Plain chalk mass where it meets the
more intimate, wooded landscape of north east
Hampshire.

A Conservation Area was first designated at Upper
Chute in January 1975, by Wiltshire County
Council. The short statement accompanying that
designation focussed on a number of key
structures, and briefly described the character of
the settlement in terms of its building materials,
and the importance of its vegetation.

INTRODUCTION
Upper Chute is thought to derive its name from
the Celtic word 'ceto', meaning woodland. Other
nearby small villages and hamlets share this
name, stemming from their location within the
former royal hunting forest of Chute, only
remnants of which are still in evidence today.
The village is found a little under a mile to the
south of Chute Causeway, a Roman Road linking
Winchester and Mildenhall.
The modern road
follows the line of this ancient route where it
breaks its normally straight course to avoid the
deep valley of Hippenscombe.

LOCATION AND EVOLUTION
Upper Chute is a small, remote village situated in
the extreme east of Wiltshire, some 15 miles south
east of Marlborough. The settlement is located on

The relatively isolated village of Upper Chute has
evolved essentially as an agricultural settlement,
with the three farms, Manor, Parsonage and
Greens, historically providing the livelihood for its
inhabitants.
Today there is no significant
employer within the village, and the majority of
the residents work outside the settlement.

Although there are extensive, long distance views
out of the village, its built form is not conspicuous
from its immediate surroundings, except for views
of the Church and Manor Farm from the northern
approach road. Upper Chute is visible more as a
grouping of trees within an agricultural landscape,
and from the narrow, slightly sunken lane which
reaches it from the south the traveller has little
warning of arrival in the village.

FORM OF THE SETTLEMENT
Upper Chute does not lie on a main through route
between larger settlements, and the present
network of lanes and paths servesonly to link and
define the elements lanes is essential to the quiet
rural character of Upper Chute. The development
pattern which fleshes out the road skeleton is
irregular, and there is no strongly identifiable
rhythm to the placement of dwellings, other built
structures, and open spaces.
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To the east and west of the settlement,
development appears to stretch out into the
countryside
in places, without very strong
terminating features in either direction.
The
spaciousness of the green is therefore accentuated
by the fairly open vista along the track serving
Dean Farm. The grouping of the Manor Farm
buildings, together with the ruins of the former
Manor House, and its garden walls and features
almost create a satellite of development to the east
of the village. It is evident from the remaining
structures (ha-ha to the south, and stepped outlook
through the eastern wall) that the house would
have enjoyed long views across the downland in
both these directions, shielded by trees from the
rest of the village.
Butts Hill marks the southern boundary to the
former common grazing area of Tibbs Meadow,
which is also defined on its eastern edge by the
north-south lane leading to the Church. Many of
the more traditional buildings front onto this once
open space, which used to connect with the
remaining village green elements to the west. The

lane linking Parsonage Farm to Greens Farm
clearly follows the boundary for the paddock
between these two complexes, and appears to
wander out into the open countryside beyond the
village. The more open, exposed nature of the
northern part of the settlement contrasts with the
intimate, enclosed character of development to
the south of the green and Butts Hill - here the
narrow lane sinks between well-defined plot
frontages, and the division between village and
surrounding countryside is more abrupt.

BUILDING FORM
There is a great variety of building form in the
village, both traditional and modern, with styles
mixed throughout the settlement. Amongst older
properties, red brick, flint and rendered cob
feature most strongly as the vernacular walling
materials, with thatch, plain clay tiles and slate
covering the more historic roofs. Many of the
older buildings tend to be of a full two storey
height, under a simple eaves, aligned with the
road. Fully hipped roof forms, and some half hips
are also evident, together with eyebrow dormer
windows, especially in thatched properties.

TREESAND HEDGES
The character of Upper Chute is as much
influenced by its natural features as by its
buildings.
The village is in some parts very
exposed, while in others groups and specimens of
native and introduced trees create a quite
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sheltered atmosphere. Much of the tree cover is
located towards the edges of the village, which
accounts for the limited views into the settlement
from the adjoining countryside. Throughout the
settlement there are plenty of good quality hedges,
largely of broad leaf species, but also of yew.
Along the lane to the south of the green a strong
sense of enclosure is created by the combination
of the valley sides, the hedging and the trees,
many of which are mature yew, but with
broadleaf species such as beech, ash, and silver
birch on the higher ground. These species are
natives of chalk downland, and yew, in particular
is a major contributor to the established landscape
of the village.
Important trees within the settlement include a
number of mature broadleaf specimens which
bound the paddocks surrounding Parsonage Farm

-

the lime and sycamore

opposite

Greens

Farm

Cottages are of particular note. The grounds of
the Vicarage contain some superb specimen trees,
with a magnificent Cedar dominating the garden.
On the opposite side of the road two field edge
sycamores are significant landscape features.
At the entrance to St Nicholas' Church stands a
fine Horse Chestnut, made all the more imposing
by its backdrop of the ash and sycamore copse
which adjoins Manor Farm.
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POLICY AND GUIDANCE
The whole of the settlement lies within the North
Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, and is designated locally as an Area of
Higher Archaeological Potential. At a detailed
level, the emerging District-wide Kennet Local
Plan contains policies covering the types and
amount of development appropriate for the
village.
Very limited residential development,
consisting of infilling, the replacement of existing
dwellings, or the re-use or re-development of a
building, may be permitted, if harmonious with
the village in terms of its scale and character.
Opportunities for such development are few
within the settlement, and therefore new build
guidance is aimed at the design and layout of
single residential units, or extensions to existing
properties.
In considering
applications
for
planning
permission in the Conservation Area, the Council
wi II expect designers to demonstrate that they
have had regard to the context into which their
proposals are intended to fit. The layout and
orientation of new structures in relation to the
road network will be fundamental to the impact
that any building would have on the character of
its location.
Diversity in development pattern
throughout the settlement is so great that any
potential development location will need to be
carefully assessed, and a suitable design devised
on a site specific basis.

The density of development is also essential to the
character of the various parts of the village.
Where a more generous spacing of buildings
might physically allow for the insertion of an
additional dwelling, this will not be acceptable if
it would be likely to destroy the established open
grain to the surrounding pattern of development.
Extensions to buildings should take the form of
subservient, identifiable units, which follow the
proportions and detailing of the parent building.
Generally roof pitches should be steep to enable
the use of traditional materials - pitches in excess
of 350 for clay tiles and 500for thatch. Thatched
roofs do not lend themselves to complicated
shapes, and the creation of valleys and large
dormer windows should be avoided. The height
of ridges should be controlled by modest gable
spans, and chimneys should break through roofs
at the ridge.
The interface between the frontage of properties
and the lanes through the village plays an
important part in defining the character of the
area. Boundary walls constructed of vernacular
materials should be retained, as should mature
hedges of native species, together with the grassed
verges which front many plots.
The highway surface itself reflects the relatively
undisturbed character of the village. The lack of
roadway markings, kerb edges, and segregated
footways throughout the majority of the village
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contrasts starkly with the more suburban road
layout at Tibbs Meadow.
Any proposal to
introduce such 'standard' features within the
Conservation Area should be resisted. Similarly,
infrastructure requirements, such as parking and
access arrangements should not damage the
appearance of the settlement by the universal
application of formulae for layouts and surface
materials.

ENHANCEMENT POSSIBILITIES
Opportunities
for
enhancement
in
the
Conservation Area include projects such as the
placement of overhead cables in underground
routes, landscaping improvements, and the repair
of some prominent built features throughout the
settlement.
Both the pump next to the church and th.e
thatched well head structure might be worthy
candidates
for
grant
aid towards
their
refurbishment through the Historic Buildings
Repair Grant scheme, and the clearance and
restoration of the ha-ha structure to the south of
the Manor House ruins might also attract help

from
the
District
Council's
Conservation Grant scheme.

Landscape

Occupied structures within the settlement are, in
general, in good order, although there are a
number of farm buildings which might benefit
from repair or maintenance. Assistance for the
repair of traditional farm buildings may be
available from the District Council, although
grants may be offered by MAFF through the
Countryside Stewardship scheme as part of a
comprehensive
whole
farm
package
of
conservation measures. Buildings at both Manor
Farm and Greens Farm are identified
as
warranting attention.
Additional or replacement tree planting might also
be carried out in the Conservation Area with
financial assistance from the District Council, one suggestion is that as the Horse Chestnut tree
on the lower section of the village green is,
unfortunately, in poor health, a replacement could
be funded by the Council to mark the Millennium.
Other grant-aided tree and hedge planting
schemes might target the important gateways to
the village, in particular close to the church, and
at Malthouse lane /Butts Hill.

The Upper Chute Conservation Area Designation Statement was adopted by the District Council as Supplementary
Planning Guidance on 05.09.96 following consultations with the public and the Parish and County Councils.

This leaflet is one in a series of Conservation Guidance Notes produced by Kennet District Council. For example,
within the same parish, a Conservation Area Designation Statement for Chute Cadley/ Lower Chute was published
in March 1994. For a complete up to date list, or if you require any further advice or information, please contact:

The Department of Planning and Environmental Services,
Browfort, Bath Road, Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 2AT.
Tel: (01380) 724911
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